
Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund Report 
Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students 

 
The Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (“HEERF” I) established in accordance with Section 
18004 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (“CARES”) Act, and CRRSSA 
(Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act) The Higher Education Emergency 
Relief Fund (“HEERF” II ) provides funds to institutions of higher education to offer emergency financial 
aid grants to students for expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to coronavirus 
(including eligible expenses under a student’s cost of attendance, such as food, housing, course materials, 
technology, healthcare, and child care). 

Berkeley College of New Jersey, OPE ID: 00750200 (“Berkeley-NJ”), and Berkeley College of New 
York, OPE ID: 00739400 (“Berkeley-NY”), are providing this information to the public in accordance 
with the Electronic Announcement of May 6, 2020 by the U.S. Department of Education (“Department”). 
For questions or concerns regarding this Report, please contact StudentFinance@BerkeleyCollege.edu. 

1. Berkeley-NJ and Berkeley-NY each (a) signed and returned to the Department a Recipient’s 
Funding Certification and Agreement for Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students under the 
CARES Act (“USDOE Agreement”) and (b) has used, or intends to use, no less than 50 percent 
of the funds received under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act to provide emergency 
financial aid grants to students. 

2. Berkeley-NJ and Berkeley-NY each (a) signed and returned to the Department a Recipient’s 
Funding Certification and Agreement for Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students under 
CRRSAA: Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERFII) (“USDOE Agreement”) and (b) 
has used, or intends to use, 100 percent of the funds received under Section 314(a)(3) of the 
CRRSAA to provide emergency financial aid grants to students. 

3. The total amount of funds that Berkeley-NJ will receive, from both HEERF I and II, or has 
received from the Department pursuant to its USDOE Agreement is $4,894,446. The total amount 
of funds that Berkeley-NY will receive, from both HEERF I and II, or has received from the 
Department pursuant to its USDOE Agreement is $5,134,312. 

4. The total amount of emergency financial aid grants distributed by Berkeley-NJ to students from 
both HEERF I and II, as of the date of this Report is $4,976,526.65. The total amount of 
emergency financial aid grants distributed by Berkeley-NY to students, from both HEERF I and 
II, as of the date of this Report is $4,704,522.06. 

5. The estimated total number of students at Berkeley-NJ eligible to participate in programs under 
Section 484 in Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, and thus eligible to receive 
emergency financial aid grants under HEERF I and II, as of June 30, 2021, is 4,611. The 
estimated total number of students at Berkeley-NY eligible to participate in programs under 
Section 484 in Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, and thus eligible to receive 
emergency financial aid grants under HEERF I and II, as of June 30, 2021 is 3,883. Note that the 
estimated number of eligible students indicated above was increased from prior reports by 

https://ifap.ed.gov/electronic-announcements/050620HigherEdEmergencyReliefFundRptg
mailto:StudentFinance@BerkeleyCollege.edu


including students enrolled in the Winter and Spring 2021 terms based on guidance issued by the 
Department January 14, 2021 and updated on March 19, 2021. 

6. The total number of Berkeley-NJ students who have received an emergency financial aid grant 
from HEERF I and II, as of the date of this Report is, 3,274. The total number of Berkeley-NY 
students who have received an emergency financial aid grant, from HEERF I and II, as of the date 
of this Report is 3,113. 

7. The methods used by Berkeley-NJ and Berkeley-NY to determine which students receive 
emergency financial aid grants and how much they would receive under HEERF I and II 

Based on guidance provided by the Department the time. We made changes to policy as new guidance 
was provide, all of which is documented on our website (see below). Students potentially eligible for an 
emergency financial aid grant were identified and sent a link to an electronic application. The application 
requires students to certify that they incurred expenses equal to or greater than the amount of emergency 
financial aid grant requested and that such expenses were related to the disruption of campus operations 
due to coronavirus (including eligible expenses under a student’s cost of attendance, such as food, 
housing, course materials, technology, healthcare, and child care). For HEERF I, a maximum grant 
amount of $1,245 per student was established based in part on the maximum amount of Personnel 
Expenses of the Cost of Attendance for the Winter 2020 term. The application deadline was June 26, 
2020. A second application phase commenced shortly thereafter to include students enrolled in the Spring 
2020 term based on the June 30, 2020 guidance from the Department, updated on August 6, 2020. A 
maximum grant amount of $800 per student was established for the second phase based on the amount of 
funds remaining. The application deadline for the second phase of HEERF I was August 14, 2020. 

For HEERF II we followed a similar philosophy as HEERF I, however, this time we prioritized zero EFC 
students. Our last priority, as per guidance, is undocumented students. As of this date we are determining 
how much funds we can offer that population. For HEERF II the maximum award was $1400 and the 
deadline was June 30, 2021. At this time we know, based on our remaining HEERF II funding, that the 
maximum for undocumented students will be far less than $1,400. 

8. Instructions, directions, or guidance provided by Berkeley-NJ and Berkeley-NY to students 
concerning the emergency financial aid grants are as follows: 
 
A pdf version of the electronic application for emergency financial aid grants is available. In 
addition, Frequently Asked Questions (“FAQ”) have been developed. The FAQ can also be 
found on the institutional website and is also available to any student who contacts Berkeley-NJ 
or Berkeley-NY for more information. 

 

Updated: July 1, 2021 

 

https://berkeleycollege.edu/newsroom/coronavirus/emergency-relief-fund/CARES-Act-Emergency-Relief-Application.pdf
https://berkeleycollege.edu/newsroom/coronavirus/emergency-relief-fund-FAQ/index.html

